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THE subjects of election, seem to pr 
plex many enquiring minds. There are passages of ancient’ scripture 
which. appear. to favor the extraordinary doctrine that the Almighty, be- 
fore the foundation of the world; chose a certain few out of the multitude 

of Hia children to be His eléct, who alone are to be tedéemied. And these, 
is is claimed, are to be saved through the blood of Christ, irrespéctive 


ve of of | 
anything they may do or leave undone, while the rest—the vast majority, pi 
denominated :“the rubbish of nature,” 
are to beeternally lost doomed to unquegohs fire. 
No heresy among the many errors into 

fallen illustrates more strikingly than this, 
the:dead letter for knowledge of divine things. ‘At is the spirit that 
giveth light as well as life; and thé question of the Seripturé-re 3 
griem tab: How can I, except some man should guide me?” in ‘response | 
to Phillips query: Understandest thou what thou redest“ 
plain}y the need of the “living oracles” to expound the 
departed prophets to the understanding of the inex rienced, “°° 
dt: — 
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before’ just God: for the exercise of that power. On this is based the 
theory of warde and punishment ‘Without ft there dan be no au and 
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not free to obey or disobey, any and every law given to him by the Creator 
would be simply mockery and nonsense. The necessity for a Redeemer 
is the existence of sin. Sin is the transgression of divine law. The pro- 
mulgation of God's commands and the disobedience of man thereto demon- 


strate tho-agency- of the creature. 
The story of “ L”, a8 related in d and third chapters of 
the Book of Gene: bledrly illnétrate Ne. of man’s freedom to 
do right or wrong. and the justice of punishment as the consequence of 


the tree of the knowledge of — not eat of it, for in 
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” God did not prevent 
Adam from eating of it, neither did Satan compel him to partake. . antes 
mn s on ‘net; by Virtue of his own agency, that justified the infliction 
the penalty. And this was an ensample of God's dealings with a whl le 
human race. See, says the Divine Lawgiver, I have set before 
thee this day life and good, and death and evil.” And there is a day 
appointed hen all men shall be. judged for. the deeds done, in the body 
2 they be good or evil, and every man receive “according. to 
his works.” Christ’s atonement redeemed mankind from the permanent 
mer eſieota of Adam's trenagression, and opened the way of complete 
ption from personal as well as original sin. And mankind are free 

or reject ate: — on which that be 


Bus, it is argued, the Almighty know, beforehand chat Adam qual ain, 


and: it is asked, how. could the man be free to refrain from the forbid - 
den hen God foreknew he would perform it and so prepared a means of 
redemption? The explanation is simple. Tbe foreknowledgeof God des 
not in, any. way infringe upon the ageney of man. The creature. is juet as 
free to make his choice and do good or evil, whether the Creator knew or 
‘know beforeband, what the selection. would be. ‘Bapentsoften tell 
dren, not to do things that are wrong, baving the certain preacience 
that: the, wilfgl little ones will, nevertheless, be sure to disobey:, But that 
foreknowledge does not oompel or hinder the wrougful-acts, nor do away’ 
with the necessity. of forbidding the evil. We may be positive that persons 
our ange will take a given course, but that nes does not 
t their freedom ot action. And our Father in heaven my know the 
end, fromthe, beginning, and may shape. His plans with reference to the 
2 men and nations, foreseen. before committed, and thas the: results ; 
doings. may be in His, oontrol and all be made.to.aubserve His 
esigus.and, purposes, .while the individnals themselves are left free to do 
or evil, according to their own desires. |. Visits 
emptation is not compulsion, —— The Spirit 
of, God: will enlighten, suggest, assist and guide into all trath; and the 
spirit ot that wieked one will, prompt to evil, deceive.the'sinner, and laad 
down i darkness and death. But neither is permitted ta take away the 
dene of man, for that would render him an — 
it for reward not jishmer vi 
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howlé foul ach’ God 
Mat wilt do, without predeter minim that 
he shall do itt It cannot be shown from reason or Scripture that the 
Almighity prearranged affairs so that persons should be compelied tö do 
or refrain from doing anything affecting their salvation or condemnation. 
Meir‘have been raised up at different periods for the purpose of performing 
needfulf at those times to accomplish the desigts of the Almiglity, 
and they were chosen for those missions because of the Divine foreknow!- 
edge. ‘They Were predestined to the plabe and time in which’ Ned 
and “Many were foreordained to their work) Jeremiah was in- 
forméd by the Lord that he was known before his birth and foréordaitied 
to be 4 prophet. This, however, did ‘not affect, in any way, his freedom 
of action to do right or wrong or take a course to secure or forfeit’ his 
salvation!’ All the great figures of history, ancient and modern, sacred 
and profane, were predestinated and foreordained, according to the fors- 
knowledge of God, to be born when and where they appeared in the world 
and under the cirouinstances that surrounded them, that they might be in 
positions to accomplish what the ‘Creator foreknéw they would be able to 
do in the necessities and emergencies that would arise. Yet they were 
free to act, and while accomplishing the work for which they were designed 
they could; of their own volition, take or ‘depart from the course that 
wold lead to their individual salvation. | | 
Cyrus. the Persian, was raised up by the Almighty, as pre ; 
Isiah before that king was born (44: 28; 45: 1-4) si ell nations, to 
favor Israél, to restore Jerusalem, the Lord foreknowing' that he would be 
able and willing to do these things, but this did not take away his agency 
nor secure of prevent his salvation. Saul of Tarsus was chosen of the 
Lord to be one of those who “first trusted in Christ” and to be an Apostle 
to the Gentiles; but he declared: “I keep under my body, and bring it 
into #ubjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
myself should be castaway” (I Cor. 9: 27): Pharach was raised up to 
orm a nevessary work in his agé and nation, and when God “hardened 
his heart“ it'was to show forth His power in the land of Egypt, punish — 
thei ‘gad court that had kept His people in bondage, and prove to 
Iaruel their need of ‘reliance upon Him. And then Pharaoh wal glad to 
let Istael go. These incidents were not desighed for the eternal condéem- 
nat ni’ OF otherwise of the stubborn king of Egypt. His oppression of 


, ed these ‘events, and the hardening of his heart was a just 

ution for the injustice he and his people had wrought, the result 
wronged.’ Judas was chosen among the Twelve who followed Jesus that 
he might have the opportunity of developing that which was in him and 
of betraying his Master. But he was not compelled to do that evil act 
auy mote than‘another greedy and mercenary traitor of ancient or modern 
titties.” Let no man say when he is tempted, L am tempted of God: for 
| God’ dannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any man: but 
13, 14). 
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The cage of Resins Jacob is often cited to prove that one was fore 
ne to perdition and the other predestinated to salvation. Paul is 
supposed to be the great enunciator of this peculiar doctrine. He says, 
in reference to the sons of Isaac: “For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according 
to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth.“ But what 
WAS, “the. ‘purpose of God according to election?” That Jacob should. be 
saved, and Esau. damned! Not at all. The promise to Nebecen and the 
purpose of God were, simply, “The elder shall serve the younger” (Romans 
9; 11, 12), But it will be urged, does it not say, As it is written, Jacob 
have 1 loved, but Esau have I hated?” Ves. But where is it written?. In 

Ist, Malechi, 2, 3. The Lord declared this, not before the ohildren were 
born, but hundreds of years after they were dead. God foreknew what 
Esau would do, so He elected Jacob as the son of Isaac through whom the 

promised seed should come, and who should be greater thaa his brother, 
And his feelings towards either were not expressed until their lives, d 
proclaimed their different qualities and claims to love or hatred. 

No man was ever foreordained to be saved or foredoomed to be — 
irrespective of his own acts springing. from his own volition.. But God 
has predetermined that all men shall be brought to account for their. 
doings in mortality, because he has given them, freedom of action and, 
placed before them the good and the evil, and has foreordained the means 
by which redemption may come to all mankind, and glory and honor to 
those who strive for exaltation. He who is condemned will suffer the 
consequences. of his own acts, and he. who fails to gain à orown in the 
heavenly kingdom will lose that which he might have obtained if he had 
worl 
calvacion: have to “pely. upon passages in the 
Faul. The other Apostles lay special stress upon the doctrine of salvation: 

good works as well as faith in Christ Jesus. Peter, v. 20 held | 
of the Apostlesbip, warned the Saints against a misapprehension 
writings on this ae ie says: As also i in all bis e 


* 


be seen, Paul’s are read that — both 
and taught the necessity of good works, and that the works which be 
deolared to. be-non-essential to salvation were. the deeds of the Mosaic law. 
That he did not believe, as some suppose, that men are predestined to, 
salvation irrespective of their own actions, is clear from Romans 2: 6-11; 
“Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by 
patient continuance in well doing seek for glory. and honor and i immor-, 
tality, eternal life. But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey. 
the trath, but obey unrighteousness, indignation: and wrath, tribulation; 
ond anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and 

also of the Gentile; but glory, honor honor, and peace, to every man thas; 
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n sot the: Jew. first, and aleo to the Gentile: for there is na 
respect: of persons with God.“ Nothing can be plainer’ than this. It 
brings Paul into harmony with the other Apostles and all the inspired 
writers:on the question of individual responsibility and salvation through 
good: works: founded on faith, and proves that those who imagine ‘that 
Paul was a believer. in the kind of election and predestination taught by 
alvin and many modern divines have greatly misunderstood the petition 
and the arguments of the great Apostle to the Gentiles. - bond mio 

H. God has chosen from the foundation of the world a ntti tonto be 
saved, and condemned the rest to be damned, of courae’ it does not mutter 
what is done by either class so far as their eternal future is‘coticernéd:'’ If 
the elect:do ever so much evil, they must be saved through Christ; and if 
the.noh-elect perform ever so much good, they will be lost and go to the 
devil. Therefore preaching is vain, repentance is useless, there is nothing 


| to strive for, all the exhortations to sinners and the labors of the Savior 


to destroy the works of Satan are ‘useless; and if the devil “goeth ‘about 
liké a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour,” he exhibits great folly, 
for he might as well wait till he ‘gets them, seeing they are sure to fall te 
his Jot, and the Apostle who warned them was as foolish as he; for what 
avail isthe warning if their fate is forsordained ? “Turn ye, turn ye’ ‘from 
your evil ways; for why will ye die, O House of Israel!“ “Come: unto me, 
all: yeithat labor and are heavy laden; “Him that cometh to tre vill 
ini tie wise cast out!: “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth? “Not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance;” these and a thousand. other 
tents are but u delusion and a snare, if mankind are not free orev 
Gos and gain salvation, or serve the devil and receive condemnation: 

If: those whoientertain such ‘a notion would look into their own. nature 


fd their: daily doings, they would find therein its complete refutation’. 


They would see that they have power in themselves to do good or to do 
evil} and that they ean cultivate: their own inclinations, subdue or give 
way to their passions, submit to law, human and divine, or despise re- 


straint and be governed by nothing except their own will aud desire. 


Wich the same tongue they can praise God or blaspheme His name; with 
the same hand they can smite or caress; with the same faculties they can 
commit sin or obey the behests of Deity. Fatalism is 4 oe to virtue and 
a friend to vice. If carried out to its logical sequence, it would: paralyze 
human effort and fill the world ‘with confusion: | n er 
world and there is no use for it in the world to come; 
But the doctrines of foreknowledge, of election, . 
foreordination are true. God “hath: made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.” (Acts 17: 26.) 
‘According to His foreknowledge and divine purposes He predetermined 
where all che isons of men should dwell and where they should be brought 
forth. Some were designed to rule and some to serve. Some to work’ in 


tion; other races for différent missions. Special individuals for'special 
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positions. But did He predetermine that some should n 
come to Him and be saved, and that others should be shut out from Him 
and be damned, irrespective of their own voluntary doingas! No. The 
next verse (27th) says, ‘that they should seek the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after bim and find him, though he be not far ee eee 
of us: for in him we live and move, and have our being.“ e Tenet 

The true doctrine of predestination cannot be fully understood. 
from the doctrine of pre-existence. To enter into the latter is not the 

purpose of this article. Suffice it co say that God. in the beginning, looked 
around upon the myriads of spirits which He had oreated. And among 
them were great and bright intelligences. . As “one star differeth' from an- 
other star in glory,” so did these in that grand intelligence which is the 
glory ot God. “These,” said the Father, will I make my rulers.” And 
He foreordained them to the various places they should fill on earth ‘anil 
the. times in which they should live. Some, whose faturé He foreknéw, | 
whose acts of righteousness he foresaw, He predestinated to be con- 
formed, through their faith and righteousness, to the image of his Son, 
that he. might be the firstborn among many brethren.” As Jesus was 
selected’ as a lamb without blemish and without spot to be the sinless 
sacrifice, through foreknowledge of His perfect obedience, so others were 
chosen for their respective missions and times and callings, and they have 
appeared on the stage of this lower world, performed their parts atid 
passed to higher spheres to await the great day when all things shall be 
revealed, and every man shall be judged and rewarded according to his 
works. Others of these noble spirits are now on the earth working for 
the Master in the great “dispensation of the fullness of times.“ The 
world knows. them not, and even many. of their brethren. sometimes 
scarcely appreciate them. Yet they are bright and ‘shining lights: amid 
the darkness of this lower world. And they are a power for good: The 
Mighty One is with them and the spirit of their calling from the founda- 
tion of the world is upon them, burning like a fire in their bones. They 
are bulwarks against evil. They turn many to righteousness. They are 
a strength to the righteous. They are a terror to evil doers. They are 
warred against by Satan. They are not of this world and therefore the 
world hates them. They are God's elect. But He who has “predestin-. 
ated” them and “called”. them, shall also “justify” them, being: sancti- 
fied through the righteodsness which is of faith, and shall also “glorify” 
them when they have finished their work and have earned eo 
Kings and priests unto God and the Lamb for ever. GE ep oe Bl 

Let no one be deceived. He that doeth. ee een Be 
that sinnsth must meet the consequences of his acta. By obedience: to 
the Gospel, remission of past sins can be certainly secured. Then he who 
takes upon him the name of Christ must pattern after Christ in spirit 
and word and act. The Holy Ghost will guide into truth, but the indi- 
vidual. must practices that truth of his own volition. Herein is the 
reward. Celestial glory can only be had 50 
Tho wages of sin is death. And the judgment will determine the eternal 
dien of both saint and sinner. Therefore, Oh man | da that ig 
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ness will be imputed to him that has none of his own, but be assured that 
eves Lord ul und Boh 

nd worthy to enter into the Eternal Presence to enjoy the society of 
ey have compli with the: conditions and are sancti- 
fied through obedienc ‘ight \ 


to ba tho resurrection of a dead person. A young man, William Graham; 
living in tbe southern part of Santa Monica, Cal. , apparently died of 
He had been ill for months, and at last expired in tes 
| Mang friends and his weeping wife. An undertaker vas called 
te prepare the body for its last resting place and the widow vun léed ‘away 
from the room in agony and grief. Soon, however, she tore herself fron 
ben frietidsi and ‘rushed ‘back into the death chamber: Here she threw 
herself on the corpse and called: in a voice full ot agony to her loved one 
- ‘There slight tremor in the body. The watchers noticed 
it and a0 did Mra. Graham. ‘She rabbed the face and limbs and withi#ven 
hour the man had recovered sufficiently to speak 
Tha paper states that there: were in the room eee 
who deolared that the man was dead, and William Graham himself says 
that he went out of life and journeyed into another country; one that was 
tar more beautiful than this. 


iel DESIRE: or ‘GREAT. seen 


petition: From the desire ot being: great, 

Geli eer us!“ And Dr. Edward Pa in one of his. letters, after. 
two p sromiment characters who | bore testimony | ‘that. they. had ne’ 
util cease striving to be great men, adds that. m 


2 


: rings and sorrows had been occasioned by bis unwillin g 

be’ What Be really was and by a constant striving to be someth 2 

‘There i isa lesson here as to the close connection of happiness! and bumili 

| had ahy would do well to take to heart. The is over er 
tar, und full of p the mercies which he deems heyo | 
n to bi is but ey: he be Happ 

ch s curse of a 
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TO .KNOW GODS CHARACTER. 


A very effective way of explaining things that are but little understood 
ia to liken. them to such things as are better known. By such a process it 
is possible for mankind. to be taught something about the character and 
attributes of .the.Deity.. The, Savior taught that God was the Father of 
mankind, and Paul:speaks.of Him as the Father of spirits,“ “Regarding 
Him as auch, and ‘accepting His relationship to humanity as being iden- 
tical with. te hie will: 
® proper conception of Him. 
desires. good and wise parent has towards his children. They know that 
he loves his offapring; that he desires his children to become like hin; 
that they may grow wise, intelligent and accomplished in all that is good; 
that they might enjoy life to the fullest extent, and gain lasting happi 
ness. Because of this love he has for his children, a good father does all 
in his power to assist. them in carrying out his wishes; and he is ever 
willing to grant them every reasonable request. He also:desires that 
they learn the effects of evil, knowing that they cannot: fully appreciate 
the good except by the contrast. That his good desires concerning bis 
children’s welfare might be realized the wise parent will place restrictions 
upon their conduct. He will teach them rules for their guidance, and will 
kindly urge them to ‘obey those rules, not for the purpose of asserting his 
authority over them, but solely for their own welfare. 5 
parent's wishes, and 


Dutiful children in return will try to Obey their 
by doing 50 they will discover sooner or later that what their father 
suggests for their guidance is indeed wholly for their own good. Through — 
rendering obedience they will realize that the only true happiness. to be 
gained is through observing their parent’s 8. counsel, and ‘thus they beget 
confidence in him. They learn to rely with full assurance upon his prom 
ises, But if the children are rebellious and disobedient they will never 
have that confidence; they will be inclined to think that their. father . 
seeks to exercise authority over them to satisfy his own selfish, motives; 5 
they will nod de willing to believe that his instructions are. 125 their 
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— submission. Nor does He give arbitrary commands 
——u— — By keeping in mind that the 
Ortator is their Father, mankind can, if they will place relianoe upom His 
word: und seek to keep His laws, become: acquéinted: with His true char- 
peters) They then discover the wisdom of His laws; and the philosophy of 
the: whole plan ot : salvation: will be ‘unfolded to their understanding. 
The will see that true religion teaches a man how to be happy in this 
life's: as in the life to come: hey will find that there is pleasure us 
well as valuable ex perienes to be derived from passing through trials and 
overcoming. difficulties. : In short those who take such a course will be 
enabled to understand the object of mme 
reason for every requirement made of them. bon 
od Thobe who are ‘rebellious, like wilfully. disobedient. clildren with; their 
natural parent, will not understand the necessity and. importance of giving 
heed Lord's commandments; Their stabborn: refusal: to aber: will 
prevents them from gaining this information; and as long as they lack it 
they will misjudge the Lord's motives, and will, in their nenen 
upon His demands as unjust and tyrannioalll. 10 ated ot 
who are unwilling 40 the infinite ‘and 
merey ol the Lord. are like children who attribute their parent’s kindest 
and most unselfish actions to evil motives.. They judge without investi - 
gation or experience, and of. cotirse 


Phas 


ods MADAMX MOI N. FORD. 


the 14th, inst., we 

eee the. noted Palestine lecturer... Bhe. had just arrived that 
from New. Tork. During che early part of 1897 this talented 
spent some three months in Utah. While there she lectured in. alt 


on return from the Pacific coast she again vi visited Salt Lake City, and 
on. the afternoon. services. held in the . Taber- 
— . — concluding her remarks by bidding the people a fond farewell be- 
returning to her home in Jerusalem. She paid a high tribate to the 

tert day Saints and to their yenerable.president, Wilford Woodruff. 
Being so favorably impressed with our people and feeling so much at 
home in their midst she has taken the trouble to hunt up the missionaries 
on her way as she journeys along. Se 

nd before continuing her journey. 
Mountford is a lady. of. ‘She commands 


“4 
> * 4 
* 
2 
4 
* 
— 
8 
2 
2 
F. 
— 
7 
3 
2 
* 
<q 
— 
K 
* 
% 
* we 
“Sy 
7 
72 
4 
ned. Vel. Cas’ mit ALUrAL pDresenct 
3 
‘ 


The Foung Woman Journal, published in 

aketch:of Madam Mountford’s life. 

Madam Vom Finkelstein Mount ford is full Russian by birth) The 

family name is Von Pinkelstein Mamreov. Id early married life the 

father moved to Jerusalem. He had always been an ardent Student oft 
the ‘Bible; and with the purpose of pursuing his studies on the very spot 
awhere the scenes depicted in the great book were enacted, he:made bim & 
home in the Holy Land, in the very city of Jerusalem: Thirteen children 

When the little girl was only eight years old, the father died of Aniatic 
without: the great heart 
and mighty brain. Fol doses: 

Another: eiroumstanee of well be told. In the 

early forties; when our Apostle Orson Hyde went to Jerasalem for the 

return of thé Jews; the father of our friend inet und entortained our mi 

sionary: Indeed: this was a common practice of: the great-htarted Russian, 

for all preachers and teachers of love and ‘righteousness were welcomed at 
the of the Mamreovs. s. alll 
Russian was the account: given him’ hy dur 

and powerful Gospel taught by Joseph Smith He 

often referred to it afterwards, and said he would some day goto America 

and visit this small beginning of a mighty movement. 
“And this desire was bequeathed to his most gifted: child our ‘friend 
and the heroine of this little sketch. 

“Some years ago, her people ifovéd to Ne Vork City, and the youngest 
daughter came with them. 
be Madau became gifted speaker and brilliant writer. 

contributor’ to ‘Harper's Young’ People, V. T. . 


‘hie’ ‘eastoms of the pep of Palestine? dn ‘one Dr. 
asked her to give a public talk to his Sunday School on Palestine: 12 
„The ‘girl had some scarfs and a few trinkets and she atranged 0 6342 
little touch of local color to her lecture by introducing the head’ dress of 
the women of the East. ago aot 
„When she arrived at the church, she found that her lecture had bet 
advertised in the papers and the building was packed. She had a most 
enthusiastic audience, and that night she felt that she had rec her 
‘oali,” as she herself e presses it, to her life's wor TIO 
“Here was the secret which would open to her T arb door oF 
entrunes to al hearts and she could thus carry the life and Hbors of the 
real, livitiy, breathing Savior to every’ heart arid bom- o the-earth 
ever time atid strength would permit ber to travel! 
after this; thé famous Henry Ward Becher who wad at Couper 
Union Course of lectures came to her and told her that thie RE CARY 


* 
~ 4 — 
* 
5 
7 
q 
. 
Me 
4 ? 
„ 
— 
And full of the personal fascination which men magt sm lac 
— 
x 
& 
* 
* 
= 
. ‘ 
Be 
* 


e work elie had begun sionary of God. For she could do what 
no other could: do so well. ‘ind she robeived hia ‘God speed? and parting 
blesking for the labor she had s0 suddenly begun. 

“Back to Palestine went the girl, and she poured out her wealtti by.the 
thousands to procure costumes and paraphernalia with which to illustrate 
her lectures. Nothing like her plan had ever been done before, and ‘it is 
doubtful if ever again will be sew anch exquisite and is 
done by this queen of lecturers. medgaiardll 
..Sanee! the Madam has begun her work, she ais traveled in were 
extensively, in India, in Australia, and in the Eastern States. She is 
Russian by parentage, was born in Jerusalem, and became of eee 
choice a free American. citizen, Then she married an English gentleman, 
in India. As she herself remarks, she is a citizen of the world, with love, 
sympathy and a helping hand for all mankind. . She is ardently.attached 
tok owp race, the Russians, and she makes friends for this far-sway and 
koown nation wherever, abe goes. She defends the Turks; for she 
them, and she knows whereof she speaks. 


we from, volume 47 — entitled “Blection, 
orpknowledge and Predestination; |, There is a class of people who believe 
that. some men are ordained. or predestined to be saved, and others. pre- 
ba ined regardless of their on acta. To support. this 
‘they. depend upon auch isolated passages as these: And as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed” (Acts 13: 60% A the 
rd added to the church daily such as should. be, saved” (Acts 2: 47). 
ionally our missionaries meet n this e people, and some 
15 


nary 11, 1898, per American Line steamer Belgenland-..For 
Mission James W. Lesueur, St. Johna, Arizona; Joseph 
Udall, — Arizona; Heber B. Smith, Logan, Utah; Joseph — 
Davis, Preston, Idaho. For ‘the. Scandinavian Mission—Nels Iverson, 
Bear River City; Arent Johtison, Logan; H. F. fernstrom, Salt Lake 
City. The three last named — the alter. 
ot the day of arrival. | 


AND: — — W. Traveling Elder 


the Seovtish Conference’ has been ‘honorably releabed to return home a 


1806. Elder Frame arrived here December 1, 1897, amd has 
— of lameness which thas been ‘aggravated 
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hid arrival 80 that he is unable to get about. The doctor whem ho- 
sulted attributes his increased weakness to the dampness of the climate. 
James W. Lesueur has: Eider 


in the Leeds Conference. mt 
Joseph Udall has been appointed tolebor as Traveling Elder in the 
Nottingham. Donfer ene. 
Heber B. Smith has been to labor asa Traraling Bier i the 
Birmingham Conference. 10 auh 
Joseph Davis has been appointed to labor ax & Traveling Elder in the 


States for the past year do not indicate encouraging ‘pi u. The 
Methodist Episcopal’ church, for instance; with ‘a’ total ‘df 2 689,000 Com. 
tiunicants recorded’ only 14,384 accessions, of ‘six-tenths of one per belit. 
Other large churches show similar figures, and on the whole the nett — 
of the year seem to be considerably smaller than those of 1896, altho 
that was regarded as 4 year remarkable for small visible results’ in 
home ‘mission field.’ The tables published ‘comprise oer 180 differ 
denominstions, some of which have à very limited membership. Some 
religious bodies are split up in numerous factions. There are no less bal 
thirteen Baptist organizations. The Catholics, too, appear to be bonbider- 
ably zub- divided, Old Catholics, Reformed Catholics, Catholic’ Apostéli 
church und Dowie Christian Catholics being 80 many different factions 0 

aris’ —these divistons and’ 
of the slow progress of the work of 
evangelization’ recorded from year to year? Is not this tendenoy to dis- 
cord an evidence of a condition detrimental to the carrying out of the 
coniihiasion “entrusted to the ‘standard-béarers of the 
religion! The churches spend annually immense sums on 
work at home and abroad; they engage the best talent öbtamable; there 
is no lack of training, and very often the most profound sincerity is dev ne 
to thé work: When, notwithstanding all, the results are strikingly ir 
quate; there must be some grave reason. Why not look ‘into the ae 
a of the whole truth Deseret Neuss. 


1 


CONDITION or SALVATION, J 12 


From we — ohn the Baptist we 
that he was a preacher of righteousness possessing great courage and 
power. He converted many, and on one occasion, rebuked,a: multitade 
ho came ta him for baptism without having repented of their sine’ first, 
denounced them as a generation of vipers, aad commanded them to brisig 
forth fruits worthy of repentance. to a0 
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And the people a 


to that “hath non 3, and he that 


From this feoord it would appear ‘those to a 
remission” of their sins at the hands ot John the Baptist mt, by, him 
uired . to demonstrate the genuineness ‘of their conversion and repen 
ance ‘by dividing their substance, with the p poor. ‘The language he used, 
4 the light of the circumstances under Which it was. e ie . the 
rence that charity to the poor Vas made a 5 Pgh 
bit ‘his ministry ; and ‘that any person “possessing wealth 1b wou 3 
50 with the destitute, was not entitled to receive the rdinances 


in all ‘others, the G. pe 1 tony ght by John. the Bay 
to prepare for the first coming of the Savior, is identical with that taught 
1 d Smith, the modern Seer, as a preparation for His second, 
ae a a revelation given April 33, 1834, “concerning the order of 
the Cha . h for the benefit of the poor,” the following passage occurs: Sites 
if Il take of the abundance which I have made 
the needy, be shall, with’ the wicked, lift up his eres in Bell, 
in torment.“ Dod & Cov, Sec 104 verse 18.) 
„By this point blank declaratioti, couched in that 
explicit and awe-inspiring, charity to the poor is made a condition of 
salvation, and the soul is lost that fails to comply with it. In vain are all 
other works, professions and ordinances, if this great law be not observed. 
Disobedience to it is fatal. Neither John the Baptist nor Joseph the Seer 
laid down an arbitrary dogma, in making this requirement of all disciples ; 
they merely gave a key to an important portion of the philosophy’ of 
salvation: The kingdom of heaven is at war with the fallen, carnal and 
selfish nature of mortals in their unregenerate state; and he who adheres: 
to one must abandon the other. Men are saved by overcoming: their own: 
selfishuess and learning to love each other! In order that they may thus 
o¥erdome und fulfill che law of love; théy must have a 
tion nnd. discipline of a kind adapted to aid them in the desired direction. 
Thendivine requirement made of 4 man of wealth, to divide his sub 
stance with tho. poor, if complied: with, will produce two ‘effects upon’ hi 
soul First, he will become emancipated from a slavish devotion to the 
things of this world, which perish with the using, no portion of which he 
cam take with him beyond: the grave. His selfish and carnal nature will 
besome changed, and he will assume an elevated plans of existence, spirit-' 
ually and otherwise. The realization that God as well as his o en- 
science ‘approves the promotion he has achieved, increases his joy, and 
thereby furthers the object for which he was created. Second; the know 
edge that he is relieving: suffering ‘expands his soul; enlarges his sympa- 
thies; und increases his enpacit to love and to receive love. It a 
spiritual growth and development chat must take place before he can be 
either worthy or prepared to associnte-with God, angels and the spirit of} 
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LASTER DEY SAINTS MILLENSTAL STAB, 
The payméntia ‘the usual manner of tithing, ind and other offer- 
ings, that: are called for from time to time, dy the ptoper an 
of ‘thé Church, stiould be strictly and promptly attended to. fee 
compliance with the law which entitles the member 20 ‘pomplying. to the the 
blessings predicated upon his obedience. But there is ara ddi- 
add to 


r 


tion to all this that 8 2 may do. that will wonderfully 

When he pays his tithing and donations, he has this | testimon mi 
Spirit; but We is another blessing within bis reach... „ 
“Tithing end donations paid to z persons duly 7 uthorize e them, 
are paid in a busiuess-Hke way. Tor a great the is 4 mere 
business transaction: The person who receives it is ‘only an 

the person who makes it does not follow it to its destinatio ion, an 
knows just who 7 85 been blessed by it. But when & man who 125 mes 
goes privately m whio. has none, and in the presences ‘only’ of t God and 
themselves, in the Spirit of the Gos makes i inquiry 
brother's welfare, and administers required relief, not one 
know what the other has done, there is a fuller and a voles 000 e de 
with ‘oné of the great SA of salvation than is possibl le by :: 
payment of tivhés and donations in a technical and business-like Wi 

By auch course, confidence and love are strength a1 in the uroh; 

selfishness i in him that receives as well as in him that gives, is e 
spiritual elevation that brings to both a calm and boly joy ret; ad 
fallen man receives wonderful aid in his efforts to imitate the only perfect. 
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IHRE COMING. ‘OF: ‘THE SLAY. ad 
Tun latin Tentanic. have had iled to: 
establish: a truly Christian civilization... They bave done great in 
the organization of society, in the development of material Wealth, in 
literature, art, and science, and especially in recognizing: and sequring ain: 
some degree. therights of the individual man; but they 4m the 
material above the spiritual, and their god! 
last the nobler aspirations of youth, and are governed now. by the: ‘sordid: 
age. We wait the coming of the Blav to cegenetate | 
Euatope, establish the principle of universal brotherhood and thé kingdom: 
of Chriat.on earth! This is the'substance of an address delivered: not ling: 
ago by young Slav. df, it were the fancy of a single brain it would..not: 
be; worth noticing; but as it is, in fact, the dream of more than a hundred 
million brains in Europe, it has same: interest for ‘those. who are to be 
regenerated by, the coming of the bow 
In his religious. character at least the mowsk:is the most original and 
interesting peasant in Europe. He has grave faults: and: weaknetses; like 
other men; but his peculiar virtues, his pathetic endurance of suffering, 
his profound sympathy. with humanity, bis faith in voluntary self-sacrifice; 
his very dreams of destiny commend him to the sympathy of all thé-world,- 
He does not em te belong to the matter-of-fact world o the nineteenth 
century. How far the eee — : 
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countries partake. of: the: character the: moujik: is itis 
nat; ena to::answer.:, The Russian gentleman: whom we meet in society: 
much like every other European gentleman—perhaps: 
even more cosmopolitan, à type of Westarn .:civilization; but ‘a more 
intimate acquaintancé with him, and a careful study of Russian literature 
and especially. of Russian biographies, cannot: fail: to modify: this: first: 
in resten. But after all; :whatever else he may be, he is a Slav. He 
believes in: the mission his as much ua the even though he 


man be en open enemy of the exis 5 t in Russia —and his 
religious instincts are not ante thor of the mow though he may call 
himself an atheist. 


The only conclusion which I wish-t0-draw from these facts is that the | 


e Rassian differs from 1— Europeans as much as the 
nts, and in much the 


and a bring the Slave of. 
beit influence.- Tt an accident that it is a Slav, Goluchowski, 
alliatice: But the Slave of other 
countries are by no means 30 homogeneous as those of Russia. The 
Mohammedan: Slavs are lost tothe race. Their religion seems to have 
destrayod / their raoe characteristics, They are the most fanatical of 
Mosiems;‘and are gradually leaving the Balkan peninsular for Asia. The 
Sia vs of Austria and the Balkau states ars divided into so many bation- 
alities é ach with. » long history of its own, that they seem to have little 
in common, and to care far more for their nationality, than their race. 
They are divided, too, between the Orthodox and the Catholic Churches; 
but the conflict with the Germans! and the Magyara is rapidly being 
them together in Austria, while Russia has brought Bulgaria, Servia, and 
Montenegro into ‘alliance, and is preparing the way for Slavic rule in 
Macedonia There is no question about ‘the coming of the Slav in South. 
eastern rope. This era of peace, | 80 called, is. working out changes more 
th *many A great war. is ‘clear. now, that the. and 
greek. is do inherit the eastern empire. This does not necessarily. 
a extension of the Russian empire to the Adriatic; but 
when: the time comes for Russia to take ‘Constantinople: the ‘southern: 
Stavs must inevitably come under her rule, and the coming of the Slav 
will, in the end, mean the coming of Ruasia, ‘What Russia may be or mag 
after she takes Consraatingple, the car ‘himself could hot tell A3 
we have seen, the Slavio in ite youth. What it way be: hes 
ie comes to maturity; ‘how ‘fae, if will ‘realize its dreams, and develop. 
igher den better civilization than that of the West; the next den tury will 
A the racé becoinés ‘more united, more enlightened, ‘and’ 1aore self 


vill be less likely. to vield to We ji 


eae manifest in Russia. It is more Ra: to-day than it was in the 
time of Alexander IL, and there is nothing in i the happy disappearance of 
de om the front, or in the more liberal ‘acts of the present 
czar, which is inconsistent with still more distinotively Slavic develop 
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